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CRED DISASTER FIGURES1 
Deaths and economic losses jump in 2008 
 
Geneva – 2008 saw a marked increase in the number of deaths and economic losses compared to 
the 2000-2007 yearly average.  The Center for Research on Epidemiology of Disasters (CRED) 
released disaster figures for 2008 today in Geneva at a joint press conference with the United 
Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR) Secretariat. 

In 2008, 321 disasters killed 235,816 people, affected 211 million others and cost a total of  
US$181 billion. Asia remained the main affected continent. Nine of the top 10 countries with the 
highest number of disaster-related deaths were in Asia 

The death toll in 2008 was three times more than the annual average of 66,812 for 2000-2007 and 
was mainly caused by two major events: Cyclone Nargis which killed 138,366 people in Myanmar 
and the Sichuan earthquake in China which caused the deaths of 87,476 people.  
 
The number of people affected by disasters in 2008 was below the 2000-2007 annual average of 
231 million. Only 42 million people were affected by floods in 2008 compared to 164 million in 
2007. Nevertheless, floods remained one of the most frequent disaster events in 2008 along with 
other weather-related disasters. 
 
Disaster costs in 2008 were twice the US$81 billion annual average for 2000-2007 and mainly 
attributed to the Sichuan earthquake in China (US$85 billion) and hurricane Ike in the U.S. (US$30 
billion).   
 
“The dramatic increase in human and economic losses from disasters in 2008 is alarming. Sadly, 
these losses could have been substantially reduced if buildings in China, particularly schools and 
hospitals, had been built to be more earthquake-resilient. An effective early warning system with 
good community preparedness could have also saved many lives in Myanmar if it had been 
implemented before Cyclone Nargis,” said Salvano Briceño, Director of UNISDR.   
 
The number of disasters that occurred in 2008 was 321 – below the annual average of 398 for 2000–
2007.  

                                                 
1 Epidemics, insect infestations and technological disasters are not included 
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“Although fewer disasters occurred in 2008, events seem to have a larger impact on human 
settlements. This is especially true in middle income countries such as China which was the largest 
contributor to economic losses last year. As countries move up the development ladder, their 
economic vulnerability tends to increase. Ideally, these countries need to invest more in disaster risk 
reduction measures if they want to better protect development gains,” said Professor Debarati Guha-
Sapir, Director of CRED.   
 
 
DISASTER FIGURES FOR 2000 TO 2008 
 

 
Background information 
 
To access the EM-DAT database, visit http://www.emdat.be 
CRED is a World Health Organization collaborating centre based in Brussels. Since 1988, CRED 
has been maintaining an Emergency Events Database known as EM-DAT.EM-DAT includes all 
disasters from 1900 until present, which fit at least one of the following criteria: 

- 10 or more people killed. 
- 100 or more people affected. 
- Declaration of a state of emergency.  
- Call for international assistance. 

 
To access the EM-DAT database, visit http://www.emdat.be/Database/terms.html.  
 
EM-DAT data is also available at http://www.PreventionWeb.net on all country and hazard pages.  
PreventionWeb.net is the ISDR System website.  
 
For more information on the CRED figures, please also contact:  
Régina Below 
Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters (CRED) 
Ecole de Santé Publique - Université Catholique de Louvain 
Tel. +32-2-764-3326 - fax: +32-2-764-3441 
E-mail: regina.below@uclouvain.be Internet: http://www.cred.be 



disasters* in numbers2008

Number of reported natural
disasters by country - 2008

China, P Rep 26

Philippines 20

United States 19

Indonesia 16
Viet Nam 10
India 10
Colombia
Kenya
Taïwan (China, P Rep)

Cuba

Natural disasters by number of deaths - 2008

Cyclone Nargis, May Myanmar

Earthquake, May China, P Rep

Flood, June-August India

Extreme winter conditions, January Afghanistan

Typhoon Fengshen (Franck), June Philippines

Hurricane Hanna, September Haiti

Mass movement wet, September China, P Rep

Flood, October Yemen

Flood, June China, P Rep

Flood, September India

138 366

87 476

1 963

1 317

644

529

277

180

176

173

Tajikistan 41 543

Djibouti 40 817

Somalia 38 547

Eritrea

Antigua and Barbuda 30 420

Thailand 18 080

Belize 15 792

Guyana 13 540

China, P Rep 10 077

Philippines 9 626

Total killed and affected people
by natural disasters per 100,000 
inhabitants - 2008

Top 10

Annual reported economic damages from natural disasters: 1975-2008

Selected disasters with largest economic impact

(2): Natural disasters = Country-level disasters

Time trend of reported
natural disasters, 1975-2008

(2)

*: Epidemic and insect infestations not included 
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Earthquake Naples Province
Italy
($20 billion)

Earthquake Sichuan
China P. Rep

($85 billion)

Hurricane Katrina,
USA

($170 billion)

 Rita and Wilma

Earthquake Niigata-ken
Japan

($28 billion)

Earthquake Kobé
Japan

($100 billion)

Earthquake Izmit
Turkey

($20 billion)

Earthquake Northridge, USA ( 30 )$ billion

(1)

(1):  Includes the reported missing persons
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Comparing present to past

Natural disaster occurrence by disaster type

Total affected Total killed

Human impact by disaster types

Centre for Research on the Epidemiology 
of Disasters (CRED), Department of Public Health
Université catholique de Louvain, Belgium
Tel. +32-2-764-3327
contact@emdat.be 
www.cred.be 

International Strategy for
Disaster Reduction (UNISDR)
Tel: +41 22 9178908/8907
isdr@un.org
www.unisdr.org

2008Average 2000-2007

0

Percentage of people killed by
natural disasters by region

Source of data: EM-DAT: The OFDA/CRED 
International Disaster Database 
www.emdat.be
Université catholique de Louvain 
Brussels - Belgium
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dry
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Wild fires
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140 846

808

16

5 799

11 000

144

504

120

4 837

1 559

66 812

189 083

45

672 111

3 953 555

78 944 152

5 149

697

42 911 252

26 502 500

231 588 104
211 628 186

2008Average 2000-2007

2.36%

3.62%

78.69%

15.23%

Americas

Africa

Europe

Asia

Mass mov.
wet

Volcano

Flood

87 885

45 468

3 505

9
28

52
45

235 816

79 171 184

105 744 425

41 655 626
15 626 651

170 447
126 951

258 721
58 643

12 21
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6 4

321

18
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398

Mass mov. wet

47 223 159

Asia
98.85%

Africa
0.34%

Americas
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0.01%
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